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More notorious even than the political dissen-
sions were the moral and theological disputes which
almost disrupted the colony. The magistrates
and elders did not compel men to leave the colony
because of political heresy, but they did drive
them out because of difference in matters of theo-
logy. Even before the company came over,
Endecott had sent John and Samuel Browne
back to England because they worshiped accord-
ing to the Book of Common Prayer. Morton
and six others were banished in 1630 as an im-
moral influence. Sir Christopher Gardiner, Philip
Ratcliffe, Richard Wright, the Walfords, and
Henry Lynn were all forced to leave in 1630
and 1631 as "unmeete to inhabit here/' Roger
Williams, the tolerationist and upholder of soul-
liberty, who complained of the magistrates for
oppression and of the elders for injustice and who
opposed the close union of church and state, was
compelled to leave during the winter of 1635 and
1636. But the great expulsion came in 1637,
when an epidemic of heresy struck the colony.
A synod at Newtown condemned eighty erroneous
opinions, and the general court then disarmed or
banished all who persisted in error.

A furor of excitement gathered about Anne